
 
Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 
Petition Number: PE1298
 
Main Petitioner: George Scott 
  
Subject: Screening and diagnosis of Haemochromatosis – Iron Overload  
 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to promote and 
support the introduction of national screening and a science based diagnosis 
of Haemochromatosis Iron Overload within NHS primary care. 
 

Background 
Haemochromatosis is a genetic disorder which causes the body to absorb 
excessive iron from the diet and then deposits it in the liver, pancreas, heart, 
endocrine glands and joints. This can lead to liver cirrhosis, heart damage and 
diabetes.  
 
There is no routine data on the incidence or prevalence of Haemochromatosis 
in Scotland, although research has shown that the genetic mutations 
associated with this condition are highly prevalent in people of Northern 
European ancestry. 
 
Screening 
 
Decisions on screening policy are a devolved matter but they are guided by 
the UK National Screening Committee (NSC). The NSC is chaired by 
Scotland’s Chief Medical Officer and it advises Ministers and the NHS in all 
four UK countries about all aspects of screening policy, including the 
introduction of new programmes. 
 
The NSC aims to ‘do more good than harm’ and its processes are designed to 
ensure that the programmes it recommends have, on balance, a positive 
psychological and physical impact on those that are screened. The Committee 
assesses the feasibility of new programmes against internationally recognised 
criteria. The criteria assess the viability, effectiveness and appropriateness of 
new programmes. Ideally, each criterion must be met before screening for a 
condition is initiated. 
 
Haemochromatosis was reviewed by the NSC in 2006 and it concluded that 
screening for the condition should not be offered. The NSC reviews its policies 
on a three year rolling basis and in August it undertook a consultation on its 
policy on Haemochromatosis. The NSC will next undertake a review of any 
new evidence before issuing a decision. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1298.htm
http://www.screening.nhs.uk/criteria
http://www.screening.nhs.uk/criteria
http://www.screening.nhs.uk/haemochromatosis


 

 
Even although the committee may recommend screening for a condition, this 
does not mean that it is systematically provided across the whole of the UK. 
This would be a matter for the Scottish Government to decide. 

Scottish Government Action 
There has been no specific action by the Scottish Government on the topic of 
the petition. 

Scottish Parliament Action 
There has been no specific action by the Scottish Parliament on the topic of 
the petition. 
 
 
Kathleen Robson 
Senior Research Specialist 
26 November 2009 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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